Mid-State Minutes

Tuesday, Jan. 25, 2011
Sheridan Riding Club

The meeting was called to order by DeLania Harris.  All MS officers were present and the clubs were represented by:
Benton:

Nancie Garrett & Stacy Whitaker

Lorance:
Patsy Barnard & Dara Duck

Malvern
Wayne Neighbours

Saline Co.
Bubba Gammill

Sheridan:
Jessica Stewart & D.L. Worthen
The treasury report was read with a current balance of $1266.26.

Reminders for each club:
*turn in $125 to Connie Neighbours for their start up fee and the scholarship award.
*check to see how many full sets of ribbons (1st – 5th) they have and let me know at the next MS meeting.
The judges list was reviewed and a motion was made, seconded and passed to accept the following as new judges:  Mike Watkins, Jerry Johnson, Kyle Baker, June Roman, Richie Haile and Curtis Baker.
The working order for the two benefit shows was drawn as follows:

Benefit I @ Saline Co:


Benefit II @ LRC

-
Benton



-
Malvern

-
Sheridan


-
Saline Co

-
Malvern


-
Sheridan

-
LRC



-
Benton


The proposed rules changes to be voted on by the clubs for the 2011 show season are as follows:
1. If a person belongs to two associations and earns points in both, that person will forfeit any points earned at Mid-state and will be entered as a non-member for the remainder of that show year.  Points forfeited will NOT be redistributed.

2. Novice Pleasure – Change the wording from “Riders will be ineligible to ride Novice Pleasure if a rider has accumulated 25 points in any 3 gaited classes excluding Novice Pleasure and 10 and under classes TO “… a rider has accumulated 25 combined points in non-timed judged classes excluding Novice Pleasure and 10 and under classes.
3. Two proposals were made in regards to following state rules in the area of horse tack.

A) Everyone must ride in a saddle if in the arena including breaks and competition events.
B) A person will not be allowed to compete bareback unless class rules state otherwise.

4.
Adding the following three classes to the schedule.  These will need to be voted on separately and NOT as a group.

A) Add Open Pleasure class that does NOT earn points or receive year end awards.  (this class does not have to be judged but can be called from the announcer stand giving the participants sufficient time to work their horses)
B) Add Open Halter class to replace the Queens class that is dropped for the last 6 shows.  This class will NOT earn points or receive year end awards and will be part of the non-rotating classes.
C) Add Exhibition barrel and poles to all shows with a 2 ride / person limit.  

5.
There were three options presented to change the start time from 2 PM.
Choice 1 - Start any shows prior to and including May 15 at 1 PM and any shows after May 15th at 4 PM.  This date/time line applies to any shows rained out or cancelled in progress.
Choice 2 – After May 15, speed events will not start before 6 PM regardless of the show start time.
Choice 3 – Start ALL shows at 4 PM.

6. Fees:

Entry Fees:  For shows rained out in progress, reimbursing the entry fees is not mentioned.  Last year, there were both non-members and members that asked for their fees back due to not being able to attend the rain date.  Their fees were refunded after discussion with a few board members but this should be clarified in the rules.   

Choice 1 – A person may have their fees refunded for those events not yet completed if:
A)  The request is made after the show has been officially cancelled.
B)  The request is made either at the cancelled show or at the rain date show before the class begins but NOT after the event or show has been completed.

Choice 2 – No refunds will be given due to rainouts.

     Vehicle Fees:


To allow clubs to charge and keep a $1 fee per vehicle to those without a trailer excluding the benefit shows.  (To charge the fee will be up to each club to decide if they choose to charge the fee or not)  Sheridan and Malvern would most likely be excluded from this as they are located on through access roads.
     Judges Fees:

Use a judge for only the judged classes to reduce the fee from $400 to $300.  The Show Manager will be responsible for setting flags and judging key-hole.  This includes all classes prior to the speed events.  

7. Lunging of horses:  Change rule from “No lunging of horses will be allowed in the arena”, TO “No lunging within 2 hours of the show start time in the arena.”   
8. Change wording in this rule from “will” to “may”.  Arena will be closed until one and one-half hours before show time and will close again 30 minutes before show time for watering and raking at the Arena Director’s discretion.”
9.     Reining class – Add pattern #11 as shown in the AQHA & NRHA rule books.

Rule Corrections:

1. Page 7 – Section B – 2 – G - Currently reads, “Riders 14 and under”.  Change to “Riders 13 and under”.

2. Page 20 – Two Year Old Snaffle Bit – number 4 – Currently reads, “Minimum 2/8” diameter with a gradual”.  Change to, “Minimum 5/16” diameter with a gradual”.

STATE RULE SUGGESTIONS

1. Contestants must use appropriate headgear as stated in AQHA rule book.   (some contestants have been running in halters with lead ropes)

2. Add reining pattern 11 as shown in AQHA rule book.

3. In regards to assigned riding times at the state show, allow speed riders a period of open riding before starting individual work for barrels, poles, speed & flags.
State meeting is scheduled for Sunday, Jan. 30, 2 PM at the Farm Bureau Building in Little Rock.

Next Mid-State meeting will be Feb. 15, 2011 at Sheridan Riding Club, 7PM.

Respectively submitted,

Suzann Harrington

MS secretary

501-397-6311

